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work of the last twenty-five years. They forgot that in that
time a new France had come into being, a France which
mocked at Fraternity, which had never known the meaning
of Liberty, but which clung passionately to the advantages
it had secured under the name of Equality. Above all, the
restored Bourbons failed to win the affection of the army,
and, as Wellington wrote, ' the King of France without
the army is no king'. The accuracy of Wellington's ob-
servation was forcibly demonstrated after Napoleon's re-
turn.
The manifesto which the ex-Emperor then put forth was
conceived with admirable skill. ' He had come ', he de-
clared, ' to save France from the outrages of the returning
nobles; to secure to the peasant the possession of his land ;
to uphold the rights won in 1789, against a minority which
sought to re-establish the privileges of caste and the feudal
burdens of the last century; France had made trial of the
Bourbons; it had done weU to do so, but the experiment
had failed ; the Bourbon monarchy had proved incapable
of detaching itself from its worst supports, the priests and
nobles; only the dynasty which owed its throne to the
Revolution could maintain the social work of the Revolu-
tion. . . . He renounced war and conquest ... he would
govern henceforth as a constitutional sovereign and seek
to bequeath a constitutional Crown to his son.',
France was cajoled1; Europe was not. Once more the
allies flew to arms; before Napoleon had reached Paris the
WATERLOO Treaty of Chaumont was definitely renewed;
CAMPAIGN each Of ^ four g^^ powers was to furnish
150,000 men and to keep them in the field ' until Bona-
parte should have been rendered incapable of stirring up
further trouble \ Most of the minor Powers gave in their
adherence and promised assistance against the common
scourge.
For three months Napoleon laboured aSsiduously to raise
1 Not universally; there was a sharp division of opinion : but
Napoleon had sufficient support to enable him to raise an army for
the Waterloo Campaign*